269. INDENTURED LABOUR ON THE COAL MINES

We print elsewhere a report from the Witness representative on the
condition of the indentured labour on the coal-mines in Natal. If the
allegations are true, they reveal a shocking state of things. Our contempo-
rary demands an inquiry. We join in the request. It should be welcomed
by the mine-owners. But if an investigation is held, we trust that it will
be open, public and absolutely impartial. The commission, in order to
command confidence, should be preponderatingly non-official; and, if
we may venture to say so, should include an Indian gentleman of stand-
ing. The general condition of the indentured labourer in the Colony
is satisfactory; and it can only enhance its reputation if causes even for
suspicion are removed.
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270. THE POTCHEFSTROOM MEETING
INACCURACIES IN THE RESOLUTIONS
We propose to deal now with the resolutions passed at the mass meet-
ing at Potchefstroom, and to show how they are full of inaccuracies.
We will take each of these resolutions in its order.
The first commences with the statement:
Whereas the Government of this country and the Home Government have
decided that immigration of Asiatics should only be permitted under indenture,
and a Labour Importation Ordinance has been passed regulating the immi-
gration of Asiatics.
Now, neither the Home nor the Transvaal Government has decided
that the immigration of Asiatics should only be permitted under inden-
ture. There is no Labour Importation Ordinance passed "regulating the
immigration of Asiatics". What has actually happened is this. On the
llth day of February, this year, an Ordinance, No. 17 of 1904, was assented
to " to regulate the introduction into the Transvaal of unskilled non-Euro-
pean labourers53. That is a very different proposition indeed, and one
that entirely alters the complexion of affairs. Moreover, we read, in Section
34 of this same Ordinance that
nothing in this Ordinance contained shall apply to the introduction into this
Colony by the Lieutenant-Governor of British Indians to be employed on the
construction of railways sanctioned by the Governor or on other public works;
provided always that such introduction shall be subject to such regulations as
the Legislative Council may approve of; and provided further that the pro-
visions of this Ordinance in respect of the return of labourers to their country
of origin shall mutatis mutandis apply to such British Indians.
So that not only do the provisions of this Ordinance refer only to c "un-
skilled" non-European labour; and not only are British Indian labourers